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A, ftwewt ife pmt pows a on ts feave eem fro* 

of fort* to oabo ooro fverrUlag oodor control . 

1, Stlayt bare cba Er gea "Aietatorebip* agalast Moo. 
t, Wat disenchanted o l as oot o sot anifi#<f, 4m eot appear 
to constitute nay real threat. 

2, A 12© to IBA-eeat body la eoateaplated; esc mat will be 
loft vacant no aysbol of ales lag northerner®. 

C. fiet Mini {cspfis&i violently Acaouacia* election 

plans ao ftoirrtfrim -ooaoaiwoA ©lot to cabotage oni lien t ion 
effort; call lag for boycott . 

1. tlet *inh eioilarly attacked » ©at *» referenda* 
oa Bee Mil, bot t«nnt me good and ©too got 98% 
of robe, 

III. After Ana—bt y elect lorn, bioo wilt atilt face profcie* of 
boo to kaaflt Oenewa iaberitence— all-Oietnaa election® for 
*oat float too. • 

aAaoaatly to- sefaae to *ec*yt coaaitooata 
by yrooab ot 'M floaava ©oaforoaee. 

1, Vltk expeditionary Corps strength is 8 . Tiotaoo «w 
Aeon bo abeot French In m> position to Moot 

mmmtimntWr titbtr . 

B. fbtore of intern* t Leant Control Ceoeiasioa ie cloudy, bet 
even loAtaw apparently recogaise all-Yietaan elect lose 
osao vlrtoally oat of question. 
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I* Laos, a ae* gm*#i*i«e»t different firm 

present «m, sod oader tk* mm* premier! till be feroad 
•Ml mat* a* bsoi* of MM ’# election mult*. 
ju p^lt* f«l»i Patfeot La© irantlatlMi election brought 
bossy vet*. 

*, path©* oersle HUml lo* as# ftfil gamntmat appar- 
ently tray** t© regain eostrol t*o nartfeam prtwiBOti 
tfereogfa •itMtliw partisan iettfitf there. 

I* Cashed ia, faa mm flag Cnee Prince) S ibaao c b reseine 
tally is centre!, ecea though H* ban resigned preaierehip 
<ai is ©ft fear a belt #*7 mi Kiriera. 

A. Si * replaeestst cabinet fateltttd resignation after 

three Cay* la office, bet will stay u caretaker eatll 
Mac*'* rotern. 

1, Sifcaaoak earreatly stressing C«»bwH*'» neutrality* bet 
yolitfnt to dependence o# S3 far sapper t of erased faeces 
C, Atom neutrality line, Prime is believed to be 

eyspathetlc teeerds a Soviet bid for diplomatic rela- 
tions, •• coll as poastblle trip to Peiping. 
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NSC. BRIEFING ^E^MET H JANUARY 1956 

INDOCHINA 

* f 

I. In South Vietnam, Premier Diem cautiously 
but steadily progressing toward stable 
regime. 

A. Since Diem drove French-backed Binh 
Xuyen gangsters out of Saigon, last 

f 

spring, he has not suffered a setback, 

B. Only rebels left now are Hoa Hao groups 

t 

in southwestern Vietnam, reportedly 
allied with Viet Minh. 

1. Diem’s army now moving some 15,000 
troops against 3,200 Hoa' Hao. j 

k 

r 

C. Viet Minh efforts in south being offset 
by improved security services. 

II. Next step for Diem is formation of National 
Assembly— elections originally planned for 
Dec ’55. Will probably come in late Feb 

1 

or early March. 

A. Successive postponements have come from 

Diem's efforts to make sure everything 
under cont rol . f 
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one seat vacant as symbol of missing 
northerners. 

C. Viet Minh violently denouncing election 
as US plot against unification. Calling 
for boycott, but similar Viet Minh 

a ttack on 23 Oct * 55 referendum on 
Bao Dai was ineffective. 

III. After Assembly elections, Diem's next 

hurdle will be how to handle Geneva in- 
heritance — all-Vietnam elections for 
"unification." 

A. He adamantly refuses to accept commit- 
ments made by French at ' 54 Geneva 
conference. 

B. Future is cloudy, but even Indian chair- 
men of ICC apparently recognize all- 
Vietnam elections now virtually out of 
question. 
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IV. * In nearby Laos, new government (little 

different from present one, and under same 
premier) will be formed next month on basis 
25 Dec ’55 election results. 

A. Despite rebel Pathet Lao denunciation, 
election brought heavy vote. 

V. In Cambodia, former King (now Prince) 

Sihanouk remains fully in control, even 
though he has resigned premiership and 
is off to Riviera holiday. 

A. Sihanouk currently stressing Cambodia's 
neutrality, possibly planning junket to 
Peiping, but simultaneously emphasizing 
his dependence on US for support of 
armed forces. 
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